
 
 
March 13, 2012 
 
 
The Honorable Edward Markey 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2108 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington DC 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Markey: 
 
We received your letter dated March 6, 2012 inquiring about the use of BPA in our metal 

products. For more than 40 years, BPA has been approved by the FDA  as well as other 
global regulatory agencies  for use in food contact applications, and can coatings 
containing BPA have played an essential part in food preservation.   
 
Like most in the industry, the metal cans we use have protective coatings which contain 
trace amounts of BPA.  Our products packed in plastic packaging do not contain BPA 
and we do not produce beverage or baby food products.  Our products provide nutritious, 
healthy fruit and vegetable options for all consumers, but are not marketed to children. 
 
Del Monte is constantly evolving to meet the needs and preferences of our consumers. In 
response to growing consumer and customer preference, we are working closely with can 
manufacturers and suppliers to explore BPA-free can lining alternatives. In fact, we have 
already transitioned to BPA-free linings for some of our tomato, vegetable and fruit 
products where the new linings have been proven safe and effective.  
 
Given the critical safety role that can linings play, any replacement for BPA must first 
pass rigorous safety and quality testing before we will accept it for use in our products.   
 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Meg Villarreal 
Government and Industry Relations  
Del Monte Foods 
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March 13, 2011 
 
 
The Honorable Edward J. Markey 
Congress of the United States 
U.S. House of Representatives 
2108 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515-2107 
 
Dear Congressman Markey: 
 
Thank you for your recent correspondence on the chemical bisphenol A, known as “BPA.”  
We are well aware of growing consumer concerns, as well as, global governmental and 
regulatory activities mitigating the possible health impacts that exposure to BPA may 
cause.  We appreciate and commend your desire to understand the safety and uses of BPA.    
 
Diamond Foods is committed to providing safe and nutritious baking and snack food 
products to our customers and our consumers.  We do not produce beverages or baby food.   
While we are a relatively small food company with less than $1.0 billion in revenue, 
collaborating with our suppliers to eliminate BPA from virtually all of our packaging is a 
priority for Diamond Foods.  We do, however, have one item on our product list that uses a 
metal container with a protective coating which meets all FDA limits.  This item, which has 
minimal sales, is marketed solely to institutional customers rather than directly to 
consumers. 
 
As you know, the FDA is currently undertaking a scientific review of the safety of BPA in 
food contact products and has published numerous peer-reviewed studies from their 
ongoing research.  We look forward to working with you and others in government in the 
future on this important issue. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Stephen Sibert, Vice President 
Corporate Affairs & Communications 
 



 
 
 

 

 Campbell Soup Company 
 1 Campbell Place 
 Camden, NJ 08103 
  

 
March 13, 2012 
 
The Honorable Ed Markey 
US House of Representatives 
Washington, DC  20515   
 
Dear Representative: 
 
 This is in reference to your letter of March 6th regarding the use of bisphenol-A (“BPA”) in 
the epoxy resins of certain food packaging.   
 
BPA is widely used in metal food packaging, including cans and metal lids, to help preserve 
and protect food and maintain its nutritional value and quality.  We believe that current can 
packaging is one of the safest options in the world.  However, we recognize that there’s been 
some debate over the use of BPA. The trust we’ve earned from consumers for over 140 years is 
paramount to us. Because of this, we have begun to discontinue our use of BPA. 
 
On February 17th, I emailed your office to inform you that we have “already started using 
alternatives to BPA in some of our soup packaging, and we’re working to phase out the use of 
BPA in the linings of all of our canned products.”  We do not use BPA in our non-metal 
packaging.   
 
We are committed to completing the transition as soon as feasible, using alternatives to BPA 
coatings that meet the most rigorous scientific and safety standards that are set by the FDA and 
to which we have always adhered.  This is a complex challenge for the industry, so at this time, 
we cannot provide a specific date for when the transition will be completed across the 
portfolio.  We are also unable to provide at this time the percentage of our canned products 
now on store shelves that contain or do not contain BPA. 
 
We are happy to try to answer any other questions you may have. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 

 

Kelly D. Johnston 
VICE PRESIDENT GOVERNMENT AFFAIRS 
 
Telephone:  (856-968-4367) 
           Fax:  (856-342-3889) 
Kelly_Johnston@campbellsoup.com 
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March 20, 2012

The Honorable Edward Markey
Unites States House of Representatives
2108 Rayburn House Office Suilding
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Congressman Markey:

Thank you for letter, dated March 6,2012, regarding the use of bisphenol A (SPA) in
food and beverage packaging. We understand and appreciate your concerns. In light of
increasing attention to this issue over the past few years, Dean Foods conducted a
thorough review of all our packaging. Among our entire family of products, only whipped
aerosol product packaging contains tiny amounts of SPA. The packaging used for these
aerosol cans, like every other aerosol can in the country and many other canned food
products, contains trace amounts of SPA.

These products represent a small fraction of the products produced and marketed by
Dean Foods. No other Dean Foods product packaging, including fresh fluid milk, ice
cream, soymilk and cultured products, contains SPA.

Studies around the world have shown SPA to be safe at the level used in aerosol can
packaging. However, Dean Foods takes this issue seriously and is concerned about how
consumers view SPA in packaging. For the last few years, Dean Foods has been
conducting and supporting research to identify alternatives. Working with our supplier,
we are evaluating SPA-free packaging that is commercially feasible and can maintain
product and packaging integrity during storage, shipping and use.

sincerelYVt Vw .J!0.iak r-
Director, Government & Industry Relations

cc: Gregg Engles, Chairman & CEO, Dean Foods Company

Dean Foods Company 2111Wilson Boulevard, Suite 700 Arlington, Virginia 22201 I t] 703 351 5022 www.deanfoods.com







March 29, 2012 
 
Honorable Edward J. Markey 
Member, House of Representatives 
Congress of the United States 
2108 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515-2017 
 
Dear Representative Markey: 
 
I am writing in response to your letter dated March 6, 2012 to Mr. Stefan Kozak, Chief 
Executive Officer, Red Bull North America inquiring as to the use of plastic coatings containing 
bisphenol A (BPA) in the lining of metal food and beverage containers. 
 
Red Bull places high standards on the quality of our packaging and attaches great importance to 
packaging safety.  The producer of our beverage packaging uses only materials which adhere to 
all current legal requirements in the markets within which we do business. 
 
In specific response to your questions: 
 
1. Does your company currently use BPA in the liners of canned food products? 

 
We do not produce any canned food products. 
 

2. Does your company currently use BPA in the liners of canned beverage products, 
including any beverages marketed to children younger than age 12? 

 
The internal coating of the beverage cans contain BPA.   As a member of the American 
Beverage Association, we do not market our products to children younger than 12 years of 
age and we voluntary choose to not sell any of our products in elementary, middle or 
secondary schools. 

 
3. Does your company currently use BPA in the plastic container of packaged food or 

beverage products? 
 

No, we are not using plastic containers for food or beverage products in the United States. 
 

4. What percentage of your company’s canned food and/or beverage containers are lined 
or constructed with substances that contain BPA? 

 
The internal coatings of all of our beverage cans are the same.  Our beverage can supplier 
confirms that these coatings are manufactured in accordance with all relevant European and 
the U.S. food law. 



 
5. Please list any category of canned or other packaged food or beverage product where 

BPA is not used in the packaging of the product.  
 

We do not produce any products not referred to in the answers to the previous questions. 
 
To reiterate, Red Bull places high standards on the quality of our packaging and attaches great 
importance to packaging safety.  The producer of our beverage packaging uses only materials 
which adhere to all current legal requirements in the markets within which we do business. 
 
We appreciate having had the opportunity to respond to your inquiry; should you have any 
further questions please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Joseph S Luppino 
Director of Public Affairs – Red Bull North America 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Red Bull North America – 1740 Stewart Street – Santa Monica, CA  90404 












